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ARTICLES OF FAITH. 


Having been enabled, through Divine Grace, to give up ourselves 
unto the Lord, and likewise to one another, by the will of God, we 
account it a duty incumbent upon us to make a Declaration of Faith 
and Practice, to the honor of Christ and glory of his name : know- 
ing, that as with the heart man believeth unto righteousness, so 
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation: which declara- 
tion is as follows: 

OF THE BIBLE. 


We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament 
are the word of God, and the only rule of Faith and Practice. 


OF GOD. 


We believe that there is but One only living and true God: and 
that He has made himself known to his people under the name of 
the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, the same in essence, and equal in 
every Divine perfection. 

OF SIN. 


We believe that man was created in a holy and happy state, but 
being in honor did not abide, but by disobedience to the law of his 
Creator, he not only exposed himself to personal misery, but in- 
volved his whole posterity in the temporal and eternal consequence 
of sin: and, as effect of his apostasy, the whole human race pos- 
sess.a depraved and degenerate nature, by which they are wholly 
disinclined and unable to every thing morally good, and prone to 
choose and delight in evil. 


OF REDEMPIION. 


We believe that the only way of salvation from this state of guilt 
and condemnation is through the imputed righteousness and atone- 
ment of the Lord Jesus Christ, who, as the good shepherd, laid 
down His life for his sheep, and who is now exalted to be a Prince 
and Savior to give repentance unto Israel and forgiveness of sin, 
so that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. 

OF ELECTION. 


We believe that all who have ever been, or who wiil be hereafter 
brought to repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, were from 
the beginning chosen in Him to salvation, through sanctification of 
the spirit and belief of the truth, and that in consequence of the 
everlasting love of God to them through the great atonement, the 
Holy Spirit is sent down to effect the work of regeneration in their 
hearts, without whose influence none would ever repent or believe. 


OF PERSEVERANCE. 


We believe that nothing can finally separate true believers from 
the love of God, but that they will be kept by His mighty power 
through faith unto eternal salvation. 





OF JUSTIFICATION. 


We believe that all real believers are justified only by the righte- 
ousness of Christ imputed to them, without the consideration of 
any works of righteousness done by them, and that the full and 
free pardon of their sins and transgressions is only through the 
merits of Christ according to the riches of His grace. 


OF ASSURANCE. 


We believe, that although a full assurance of our interest in 
Christ is not always the immediate consequence of saving faith, yet 
as it is an inestimable blessing enjoyed by many in this life, we es- 
teem it to be the indispensable duty of believers to give all diligence 
to make their calling and election sure; that thereby their hearts 
may be enlarged with gratitude to God, and inspired with holy 
alacrity in all the duties of evangelical obedience. 


OF ORDINANCE, 


We believe that Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are ordinances 
instituted by Christ, to be continued until his second coming. That 
none have a scriptural right to baptism until they profess their 
faith in Christ; that the ordinance can be properly administered 
only by immersion ; and is, by scripture example, a pre-requisite 
to communion at the Lord’s table. 


OF THE LORD’S DAY. 


We believe, that the first day of the week. called the Lord’s day, 
ought to be kept holy as the Christian Sabbath ; and that it is our 
indispensible duty to assemble ourselves together on that day, and 
to worship God ina public manner, by offering up our prayers and 
thanksgivings by attending to the preached aon and ordinances 
and by singing Psalms, Hynins and spiritual songs. 


OF RESURRECTION AND FINAL JUDGMENT. 


We believe, that there will be a general resurrection and day of 
judgment. ‘That Christ will come a second time with power and 
greav glory; that His voice will then raise the dead, and change the 
living in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, and all shall be judged 
according to the deeds done in the body. Then those who shall be 
found unreconciled to God. shall go away into everlasting punish- 
ment. but the righteous shall be received into his kingdom and 
glory, and so shall they ever be with the Lord. 





COVENANT. 


Now all and each of these doctrines and ordinances we-look upon 
ourselves as under the highest obligations to embrace, maintain and 
defend believing it to be our duty to stand fast in one spirit, with 
one mind; striving together for the faith of the Gospel. 


And whereas we are very sensible that our conversation, both in 
the world and in the church. ought to be as becometh the Gospel of 
Christ; we judge it our incumbent duty to walk in wisdom towards 
them that are wi'hout; to exercise a conscience void of offence to- 
ward God and man, by living soberly, righteously and godly in the 
present world, with all due submission to magistracy as an ordi- 
nance of God. 


And as to our regards to each other in our church communion, 
we esteem it our duty to walk with each other in all humility and 
brotherly love, to watch over each other’s conversation, to stir up 
one another to Jove and good works not forsaking the assembling 


of ourselves together as we have opportunity, to worship God ac- 
cording to his revealed will. and when the case requires, to warn, 
rebuke and admonish one another, according to the rules of the 
Gospel. 


Moreover, we think ourselves obliged to sympathize with cach 
other, in all conditions, both inward and outward, which God in his 
providence may bring us into; as also to bear with one another’s 
weakness, failings and infirmities, and particularly to pray for one 
another, and that the Gospel, and the ordinances thereof might be 
blessed to the edification and comfort of each other’s souls, and for 
the gathering in of others to Christ, besides those who are already 
gathered. 


All which duties we desire to be found in the performance of 
through the gracious assistance of the Holy Spirit, whilst we both 
admire and adore the grace which has given us a name and place in 
God’s house better than that of sons and daughters. 


I. The Pastor of the Church shall always be considered the 
standing Moderator. 


IJ. ‘The Pastor shall be at liberty to appoint another to fill his 
place for the time being; and in case there is no Pastor, or in case 
of his absence, the Church may elect another to fill the office pro 
tem. 


Ill. The Pastor shall have power to call special meetings for 
business; and in case of his disability, any two or more members 
may do so by applying to the Clerk, who shall give publicity to the 
same. 


IV. Twelve members shall constitute a quorum for the transac- 
tion of business. 


V. The regular Church Meeting shall take place on the Monday 
evening immediately preceeding the first Sabbath in each month, 
upon which Sabbath the Lord’s Supper may be administered. 

VL. Itshall be astanding rule of the Church, that persons de- 
siring Baptism and membership with us shall relate rm Person, their 
religious experience before the body. A person presenting a letter 
of recommendation, written, and executed in a proper manner, 
from another Church of corresponding faith, and desiring admission 
by virtue of the same. and no yalid objection being known other- 
wise to exist, said applicant shall be admitted, provided said appli- 
cant shall be always allowed to relate his or her religious experi- 
ence and this at his or her option. 


VII. When a person desires to unite With the Church, the Pastor 
shall appoint a committee of two (male or female, as the case may 
be. in connection with the applicant), himself being considered the 
chairman; and the said committee shall visit the said applicant and 
ascertain whether it is befiting for said applicant to proceed, give 
suitable advice and report the same to the Church, and solicit their 
action on the same; but a deviation from this rule may be allowed, 
whenever the Chureh deem it necessary. : 
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Total 


Dratus:—1904—H. M. Carr, Mrs. Bessie Freeman, Mrs. Frances 
Bryan, Mrs. L. Howard, Mrs. Mary B. Gates, 
Mrs. L. E. Thompson, Miss Lillie M. Riley, 
Mrs. Sarah F. Libby. 


1905—-Mrs. Elizabeth Dorsett, Mrs. Elizabeth Gould, 
Charles H. Flagg, John B. Gould, Henry Cole- 
man, Mrs. Ruth Totten, David E. Drew, Mrs. 
Mary J. Schott, Miss Caroline M. Cannon, Mrs. 
Martha Allen. 





REPORT OF COLLECTOR. 


Received through envelopes. $1,831 75 
ce undesignated, morning 141 41 
oD evening 50 41 


$2,023 57 
Paid to L. M. Carr, Treasurer $2,023 57 
Respectfully submitted, 


KE. M. CALDWELL, 
Acting Collector. 


REPORT OF TREASURER. 


L. M. CARR, TREASURER, 
IN ACC’T WITH FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALTON. 


Cash on hand at last report 
Received from Collector 
UG “« Burroughs Fund 
ce ‘sundry rebates. 


Paid Pastor’s salary 
«Light and heat... 

Parsonage rent. 
Janitor 
Water rate 
Organist and Music Committee 
VRYeVAE ONE |DUEVING) oer ros ean rerecroceee 
Repairs to church building... 00200. 
Repairs to church organ 
Church clerk 
Incidental expenses, local and State Association... 
Stationery, printing and postage... 
Supplies 

Balance on hand 


REPORT OF TREASURER OF BENEFICENCE FUND. 


F. C. Hopkins, Treasurer. 
Cash on hand, January 1st. 1905 
Received from collections during the year 


DISBURSEMENTS. 
Foreign Missions 
Home Missions... 
State Missions 
D, W. Townsend (Honie Missions) .. 
Rev. W. A. Petzoldt (Home Missions 
City Missions 
Publication Society........... 
Hillsboro Church (State Missions 
Baptist Ministers’ Aid Society..... 
Rochester ‘Theological Society. 
Shurtleff College 
IB BYC eee Avaeae 


On hand—For City Missions 
‘: Ministerial Edueation. 
“ General Fund 


SUMMARY OF REPORT OF SEC’Y AND TRBAs. oF S. S. 


M. Maud Harris. 


Amount on hand, January Ist, 1905.00.00... ie $108 

Received from collections during the year.. af 824 f 
ce Interest Pierson Memorial Fund .. 

Proceeds from excursion 

“ sf Christmas fund 


“ce 


DISBURSEMENTS. 
Foreign Missions 
Home Missions 
Children’s Day Offering (Publication Society). 
Bible Day Offering ve ey 
Shurtleff College 
Chapel Car Offering (Publication Society). 
County Sunday School work r 
Supplies 
Library expenses . 
Printing 
Postage 


On hand—For Sunday School expenses.... 
; ‘© Library expenses B! 
CC Shower TOG ee 101 96 


$487 70 


Largest attendance................ 233 Smallest attendance 
Average attendance 181. 
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REPORT ON INVESTED FUNDS. 


E. H. BLAIR. Secretary, 
In account with the Trustees of First Baptist Church of Alton. 
BurRoucus FunD. 
To amount on hand at last report 30 62 
‘* 12 months rent of house 240 00 
270 62 
By taxes 1904 $ 28 60 
‘** repairs on house .. 32 64 
‘“ L. M. Carr, Treasurer .. 175 00 


“ Agent’s commission on rents 00— 248 24 


$22 38 

ISABELLA BURROUGHS FuND, 
To amount on hand at last report 129 98 
‘“« 12 months rent 240 00 


369 98 
By taxes for 1904 
‘“« fire insurance five years.. 
‘« yepairs on house ; 
“« amount paid on Piasa Build. & Loan stock. , 
“* Agent’s commission 


HuUNTERSTOWN MIssION PARSONAGE FUND. 
To amount on hand at last report 
“12 months renv 


By taxes for 1904 
** repairs on house 
«« J. H. LaPelle, Treas. Cherry St. B. Church 
“« Agent’s commission 


BurRRouGHS CEMETERY Lor Trusr FUND. 
To amount on hand at last report... 
‘« interest received during year 


By C. A. Caldwell, care of lot 
BL 
Prerson Memoria S. S. Funp. 
To amount on hand at last report. uh 
“‘ interest received during year.. ss 18 
By M. Maud Harris 18 


SUMMARY. 

To total on hand at last report 219 

“ total received during year TAT 

$967 
By paid L. M. Carr, Treasurer 
See mee eepchte, Treas. Cherry St. 
«se MM. Maud Harris, Treas. 8. S 
** other disbursements 678 26 


#288 80 
Respectfully submitted, BE. H BLATR, Sec, 


FELLOWSHIP FUND. 


On hand January ist, 1905 
Received during the year 


Paid out during year 
On hand January ist, 19u6 


{2}, Wy 12 We 


Received from all sources 


P. U. A. es ay 10 00 
at Hingis Be Y.P.U 2 00 


« Associational B. Y. P. U. 100— 28 10 
Balance on hand $5 00 


WOMEN’S MISSION CIRCLE. 


Contributions for Home Missions 
‘* Foreign Missions 


LADIES’ SEWING SOCIETY. 


Balance on hand January 18th, 1905 
Received during year 


Disbursements: 222i ico ct esse eee 


Balance in treasury 


MISSION BAND. 


Superintendent, Nellie Hildebrand, President, Floyd Dunn. 
Seer etary and Treasurer, May Foreman. 


STATE STREET BAPTIST S. S. 


Report for December, 1905. 
Received from collections 
Paid for supplies 
Balance 


School opened, November 26th, 1905. 
Largest attendance, 115. Smallest attendance, 86. 
Average attendance, 102. 
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REPORT 
OF L. M. CARR, TREAS., STATE STREET CHAPEL FUND. 


DR. 


To subseriptions received towards lot .. $792 


buildin 516 5 
* Deficit 2 6 


$1,315 


By paid H. J. Bowman for lot 

Board of Education f 5 
Wm. Adams for moving building 
E. J, Youngek, lumber and labo 
C. Horat, painting... 
Davis Bros., electri 
Sundry bills for labo 

“ yepaid funds advanced on lot 


. 6 88 Unpaid pledges 
74 70 

—_—. Unprovided for 
$81 58 


SUMMARY OF DISBURSEMENTS. 


Church Expenses . $2,161 15 
Sunday School Expenses - 200 80 
State Street Chapel ¥ 1,308 50 
State State Sunday School Expenses.. _ 6 85 
B. Y. P.U. Expenses a 10 10 
Foreign Missions. a 309 16 
Home Missions... t 286 22 
State Missions ; 94 60 
Publication Societ a 50 51 
Educational x 32 10 
17 85 

ss 18 00 

Ministers’ Aid Society : 50 00 
County Sunday School work... Rf 5 00 
Fellowship Fund 43 50 
Ladies’ Sewing Society y 68 44 
Christmas Expenses Z 35 00 


$4,697 78 




















